Beat: News

Nine killed after charter bus careens off icy Oregon interstate

-, 31.12.2012, 18:30 Time

USPA News - Nine people were killed Sunday and more than two dozen others were injured when the driver of a charter bus lost
control on an ice-covered interstate in northern Oregon and rolled down an embankment, state police said. Several people were
seriously injured.

The accident happened just before 10:30 a.m. local time on Sunday when the driver of a passenger bus lost control on the snow and
ice-covered westbound lanes of Interstate 84 near milepost 227, approximately 13 miles (21 kilometers) east of the city of Pendleton in
Umatilla County. "The bus crashed through a guardrail and went down an embankment an estimated couple hundred feet before
coming to a rest," said Lieutenant Gregg Hastings, a spokesman for the Oregon State Police. He said the charter bus was carrying an
estimated 40 people, although no exact figure was released. Nine passengers were killed in the accident while 26 others, including the
bus driver, were transported to St. Anthony Hospital in Pendleton. Five of the injured were transported by fixed-wing medical aircraft to
a secondary hospital because of the severity of the injuries while the other victims remained at the Pendleton hospital. It was not
immediately clear what caused Sunday's deadly bus accident, but area roads were slick because of snow and ice. "The bus driver
survived the crash but investigators have not be able to speak to this person because of severity of injuries and medical care,"
Hastings said. The spokesman said the bus belonged to Mi Joo Tour & Travel which is based in Vancouver, British Columbia. "The
bus reportedly was en-route on a return trip from Las Vegas, Nevada to Vancouver, British Columbia," he said, giving no details about
the nationalities of the people on board.
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